
LESSON SIX: FRIENDSHIP 

Compiled by Dr. Landon Dowden 
 

Wiersbe: Millions of copies of Dale Carnegie’s How to Win Friends and Influence People have been sold 
around the world. Why? Because just about everybody has “people problems” and wants to know how to solve 
them.  
 
Wiersbe: The book of Proverbs is the best manual you’ll find on people skills, because it was given to us by the 
God, who made us, the God who can teach us what we need to know about human relationships, whether it’s 
marriage, the family, the neighborhood, the job, or our wider circle of friends and acquaintances. If we learn 
and practice God’s wisdom as presented in Proverbs, we’ll find ourselves improving in people skills and 
enjoying life much more.  
 
Some possible introductory questions: 

1. When you think of “friend” who comes to mind? Why? 
2. When others think of “friend” who thinks of us? 
3. How often have you used God’s Word to determine (pick) your friendships? 
4. Have you ever had “friendships” that were not for your best? Why did you keep those friendships? Do 

you have any now? 
5. As a child, how do you handle it when your parents don’t like certain friends of yours? In what ways 

have your parents guided you from the Word to know how to choose good friends? 
6. As a parent, how do you handle “friends” of your children that you do not think are for their best? In 

what ways have you used the Word to help your children know how to pick good friends?  
7. What, if anything, is hard for you about being or having friends?  
8. As you’ve changed seasons in life, in what ways have your friendships changed? In what ways has this 

been good? In what ways has this been difficult?  
9. Has there ever been a time when your friends abandoned you? Was there ever a time this happened to 

Jesus too?  
10. Would the other members of your family who live with you consider you to be a good friend? Or are you 

a better friend to those outside your home?  
 
Basic overview of the lesson: 

 The basis of friendship 

 The number of true friends (quantity vs. quality) 

 The qualities to avoid in a friend 

 The qualities to look for in a friend 

 How to be a good friend 
 
THE BASIS OF FRIENDSHIP 

 When you think of close friendships in the Bible who comes to mind? What was the basis of those 
friendships?  

 What do you think is the basis (foundation) of friendship?  

 Wiersbe: Proverbs makes it clear that true friendship is based on love, because only love will endure 
the tests that friends experience as they go through life together. . . . Friendship is something that has 
to be cultivated, and its roots must go deep.  

 Friendships that are based on money (6:1-5; 14:20; 19:4, 6-7) or sin (16:29-30; 1:10-19) are destined to 
be disappointing.  

 
QUANTITY VS. QUALITY (AIN’T NOBODY GOT TIME FOR FAKE FRIENDS!!!!)  

 Why is quality more important than quantity when it comes to friends?  

 Why is the number of our “true friends” most likely going to be limited in life?  

 It’s possible to have many companions and no real friends (Prov. 18:24). 
 
 
 



CHOOSING OUR FRIENDS 

 Psalm 1:1-2 “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he 
meditates day and night.” 

 Prov. 13:20 “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.” 

 Prov. 12:26 “One who is righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads them 
astray.” 

 How do we live 2 Cor. 6:14-18 but also have a ministry to those who need Christ?  

 “Friends to avoid” 
o Those with bad tempers (22:24-25; 15:18) 
o Those who speak foolishly (14:7) 
o Those who speak badly of others (one day they may speak badly of you) (20:19) 
o Those who are stingy (23:6-8)  
o Those who are dishonest (16:28) 
o Those who are insolent (lack respect) (13:10) 
o Those who isolate themselves (18:1) 
o Those who are not dependable (25:19) 
o Those who are quarrelsome (26:21) 
o Those who rebel against authority (24:21-22) 
o Those who are dishonest (29:27)  
o Those who cause trouble but see it as a big joke (26:18-19) 
o Those who lack tact and are not sensitive to your feelings and have no regard for saying the 

right things at the right time in the right way (27:14; 25:20) 

 “True Friends” 
o They are consistent (friends at all times) (17:17) 
o They can keep a confidence (trustworthy) (25:9-10; 11:13; 16:28) 
o They are forgiving (17:9) 
o They seek the whole truth and not just your version of things (18:17) 
o They are gracious in their speech (22:11) 
o They speak honestly with us about us (27:6; 28:23) 

 Wiersbe: It has well been said that flattery is manipulation, not communication; what 
honest person would want to manipulate a friend?  

o They give us good, earnest, and biblical counsel (27:9) 
o They make us better people (they help us grow in Christ) – (27:17) 
o They avoid trouble instead of looking for it (20:3) 
o They know the right amount of time to spend together (25:17) 

 Why is it best that our closest friends be of our same gender? Why is that particularly important for 
when you get married?  

 As a child/teenager, how can we honor and obey our parents when it comes to our group of friends? 
Are there any ways you are not currently honoring and obeying your parents by your friendships?  

 As a parent, what criteria are you using to “draw the line” regarding acceptable and unacceptable 
friendships for your children?  

 
HOW TO BE A GOOD FRIEND 

 See the list above about “friends to avoid” and ask the Lord to take away any of these characteristics in 
you. 

 See the list above “true friends” and ask the Lord to produce these qualities in you.  

 Give to your friends and do good to them when you can (3:27-28) 

 Don’t let disagreements escalate (17:14) 

 Why is a good name a part of being a good friend? (22:1; 3:3-4) 
 
 
CLOSING QUESTIONS: 

1. What’s one thing that stood out to you in this lesson about friendships? 



2. Are there any friendships currently in your life that are not pleasing to the Lord? What will you do about 
them? 

3. Are there any ways in which you are not a good friend? How will you grow in God’s grace in this area? 
4. Would the other members of your family who live with you consider you to be a good friend? Or are you 

a better friend to those outside your home?   
5. As a parent, are you modeling healthy friendships for your children?  
6. Do you know of anyone who needs a friend right now? If so, why not call or visit them?  


